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the others who are on the list have already been
looking forward to going, and in most cases have
already written home. Then negotiations have to
be initiated and, after much talk and many sighs,
he who is entitled to his leave usually renounces it
voluntarily in favour of his comrade.

To make it somewhat easier for myself to maintain
discipline I have introduced a uniform system of
punishment. For venial offences I have a very
simple punishment to which, however, they are
strangely sensitive : I refuse to make a drawing of the
delinquent. Their desire to have their portrait
drawn is all the more remarkable because very few
desire to possess it when it is finished. The great
majority are quite content to be in my sketch-book,
which they then expect I shall produce and show to
anybody who is visiting the trench. Similarly,
village children always ask to be photographed,
though certain that they will never have an oppor-
tunity of seeing the result. Perhaps it is a vague,
unconscious wish for immortality.

The other and heavier punishment I have intro-
duced is to scratch out the soldier's name on the
leave list and to place him at the bottom. When
a few weeks ago Magro Vacas, one of my best ser-
geants, forgot the sentries in the front line when
distributing morning coffee, I was compelled to show
that the law applied without respect of persons to